AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Coast Guard, DHS

§131.960 Use of auto-pilot.

When the automatic pilot is used in
areas of high traffic density, conditions
of restricted visibility, or any other
hazardous navigational situations, the
master shall ensure that—

(a) It is possible to immediately es-
tablish manual control of the vessel’s
steering;

(b) A competent person is ready at all
times to take over steering control;
and

(c) The changeover from automatic
to manual control of the vessel’s steer-
ing and the reverse is made by, or
under the supervision of, the master or
officer of the watch.

§131.965 Sounding of whistle.

No vessel may sound its whistle with-
in any harbor limits of the United
States unless it needs to.

§131.970 Unauthorized lighting.

No master of a vessel may authorize
or permit the vessel’s carrying of any
lighting not required by law that will
interfere in any way with any other
vessel’s ability to distinguish the ves-
sel’s navigation lighting.

§131.975 Searchlights.

No person may flash, or cause to be
flashed, the rays of a searchlight or
other blinding light onto the bridge or
into the pilothouse of any vessel, OSV
or other, under way.

§131.980 Lookouts and watches.

Nothing in this part exonerates any
master or officer of the watch from the
consequences of any neglect to keep a
proper lookout or to maintain a proper
fire watch, or of any neglect of any pre-
caution that may be required by the
ordinary practice of seamen, by general
prudence, or by the special cir-
cumstances of the case. Each master
shall set added watches when necessary
to guard against fire or other danger
and to give an alarm in case of acci-
dent or disaster.
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Subpart A—General Provisions;
Fire Main

§132.100 General; preemptive effect.

(a) Except as provided by paragraphs
(b) and (c) of this section, each vessel
must be equipped with a fire main that
complies with this subpart.

(b) Each vessel of less than 100 gross
tons and not more than 19.8 meters (65
feet) in length may have, instead of a
fire main that complies with this sub-
part, a hand-operated pump and a hose
capable of providing an effective
stream of water to each part of the ves-
sel.

(c) A garden hose of nominal inside
diameter of at least 16 millimeters (5/8-
inch) complies with paragraph (b) of
this section if the hose is—

(1) Of good commercial grade and is
constructed of an inner rubber tube,
plies of braided-fabric reinforcement,
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